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1. Rainbow Revolutions: Power, Pride and Protest in the Fight for Queer Rights by Jamie Lawson, Illustrated 

by Eve Lloyd Knight—On June 28 1969, around one o'clock in the morning, New York City Police raided the 

Stonewall Inn, a bar in Greenwich Village, New York. What happened that night would come to be a defining 

moment in the LGBTQ+ rights movement and for queer people everywhere. From the impassioned speeches 

of bold activists Karl Ulrichs and Audre Lorde to the birth of Pride and queer pop culture, Rainbow Revolu-

tions charts the dramatic rise of the LGBTQ+ rights movement, and celebrates the courageous individuals who 

stood up and demanded recognition. With bold and beautiful illustrations by pop artist Eve Lloyd Knight. 

2. The Black Flamingo by Dean Atta—A boy comes to terms with his identity as a mixed-race gay teen - then 

at university he finds his wings as a drag artist, The Black Flamingo. A bold story about the power of embrac-

ing your uniqueness. Sometimes, we need to take charge, to stand up wearing pink feathers - to show our-

selves to the world in bold colour.   

3. Queer: A Graphic History by Activist-academic Meg-John Barker and cartoonist Jules Scheele this illumi-

nate the histories of queer thought and LGBTQ+ action in this ground-breaking non-fiction graphic novel.  

From identity politics and gender roles to privilege and exclusion, Queer explores how we came to view sex, 

gender and sexuality in the ways that we do; how these ideas get tangled up with our culture and our under-

standing of biology, psychology and sexology; and how these views have been disputed and challenged.  

4. Gender: A Graphic Guide by Activist-academic Meg-John Barker and cartoonist Jules Scheele —Is mascu-

linity ‘toxic’? Why are public toilets such a political issue? How has feminism changed the available gender 

roles – and for whom? Why might we all benefit from challenging binary thinking about sex/gender? In this 

unique illustrated guide, Meg-John Barker and Jules Scheele travel through our shifting understandings of 

gender across time and space – from ideas about masculinity and femininity, to non-binary and trans genders, 

to intersecting experiences of gender, race, sexuality, class, disability and more. Tackling current debates and 

tensions, which can divide communities and even cost lives, Barker and Scheele look to the past and the fu-

ture to explore how we might all approach gender in more caring and celebratory ways. 

5. Proud: Stories, Poetry, and Art on the Theme of Pride compiled by Juno Dawson, Written by Various Au-

thors—A stirring, bold and moving anthology of stories and poetry by top LGBTQ+ YA authors and new talent, 

giving their unique responses to the broad theme of pride. Each story has an illustration by an artist identify-

ing as part of the LGBTQ+ community. A celebration of LGBTQ+ talent, PROUD is a thought-provoking, funny, 

emotional read. With contributors: Steve Antony, Dean Atta, Kate Alizadeh, Fox Benwell, Alex Bertie, Caroline 

Bird, Fatti Burke, Tanya Byrne, Moïra Fowley-Doyle, Frank Duffy, Simon James Green, Leo Greenfield, Saffa 

Khan, Karen Lawler, David Levithan, Priyanka Meenakshi, Alice Oseman, Michael Lee Richardson, David Rob-

erts, Cynthia So, Kay Staples, Jessica Vallance, Kristen Van Dam and Kameron White.  

6. Alex in Wonderland by Simon James Green—In the town of Newsands, painfully shy Alex is abandoned by 

his two best friends for the summer. But he unexpectedly lands a part-time job at Wonderland, a run-down 

amusement arcade on the seafront, where he gets to know the other teen misfits who work there. Alex starts 

to come out of his shell, and even starts to develop feelings for co-worker Ben ... who, as Alex's bad luck 

would have it, has a girlfriend. Then as debtors close in on Wonderland and mysterious, threatening notes 

start to appear, Alex and his new friends take it on themselves to save their declining employer. But, like eve-

rything in Wonderland, nothing is quite what it seems... 


