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1. George by Alex Gino – 

Paperback. £6.99. 

2. To Night Owl From Dog Fish 

byHolly Goldberg-Sloan & Meg 

Wolitzer. Paperback. £6.99. 

3. Gracefully Grayson by Ami 

Polonsky. Paperback. £7.99. 

4. Nothing Ever Happens 

Here by Sarah Hagger-Holt. 

Paperback. £6.99. 

5. What is Gender? by Juno 

Dawson. Hardback. £13.99. 



Recommended Reads...9+ years 

1. George by Alex Gino—When people look at George, they think they see a boy. But she knows 

she's not a boy. She knows she's a girl. George thinks she'll have to keep this a secret forever. Then 

her teacher announces that their class play is going to be Charlotte's Web. George really, really, RE-

ALLY wants to play Charlotte. But the teacher says she can't even try out for the part . . . because 

she's a boy. With the help of her best friend, Kelly, George comes up with a plan. Not just so she can 

be Charlotte -- but so everyone can know who she is, once and for all. 

2. To Night Owl From Dogfish by Meg Wolitzer and Holly Goldberg Sloan—Bett Devlin and Avery 

Bloom don’t know each other until Bett finds out that their dads are dating and makes contact with 

Avery via her too-publicly-available school email address to tell her. Worse, the dads are planning to 

send both girls to the same STEM and Arts summer camp while they go on a holiday of a lifetime to 

China. Both girls take exception to their dads’ new relationship and decide they definitely won’t be-

come friends, but, over several weeks emailing each other, even when at camp, they build a relation-

ship. Told entirely in emails and letters, this sensitive, often funny book examines what it means to 

be a family, and what happens when families change. Strong and vivid characterisation makes us feel 

we really know Bett, Avery, Grandma Betty and the parents, and relate to their decisions and feel-

ings.  

3. Gracefully Grayson by Ami Polonsky—A powerful novel about identity, self-esteem, acceptance 

and one student's journey to self-discovery. Grayson Sender has been holding onto a secret for what 

seems like forever: 'he' is a girl on the inside, stuck in the wrong gender's body. The weight of this 

secret is crushing, but sharing it would mean facing ridicule, scorn, rejection or worse. Despite the 

risks, Grayson's true self itches to break free. Will new strength from an unexpected friendship and a 

caring teacher's wisdom be enough to help Grayson step into the spotlight she was born to inhabit? 

Debut author Ami Polonsky's moving, beautifully-written novel about identity, self-esteem and 

friendship shines with the strength of a young person's spirit and the enduring power of acceptance.  

4. Nothing Ever Happens Here by  Sarah Hagger-Holt—This is Littlehaven. Nothing ever happens 

here. Until the spotlight hits my family.” Izzy’s family is under the spotlight when her dad comes out 

as Danielle, a trans woman. Izzy is terrified her family will be torn apart. Will she lose her dad? Will 

her parents break up? And what will people at school say? Izzy’s always been shy, but now all eyes 

are on her. Can she face her fears, find her voice and stand up for what’s right?  

5. What is Gender? How Does It Define Us? And Other Big Questions by Juno Dawson— What's the 

difference between sex and gender? What does it mean to be defined by your gender? Are there on-

ly two genders? This informative book helps kids to explore these questions and many more. It ex-

plains how your gender can have an impact on your life, what it means to choose your own gender 

identity and the importance of gender equality. Suitable for children aged 10+. 

 


